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This is an old story, one which is very familiar to us. Jesus is at a wedding with His disciples and 
His family. At some point in the celebration the wine is running low, so Mary comes to Jesus and 
informs Him. Jesus then gives instructions to the servants who then take some of this water to 
the host of the wedding, only to find that it has changed. It has been transformed into the best 
wine and the host is amazed that the bridegroom saved the best until last. I’d like to look at this 
story and dissect it a little to see what it is that we can glean from it. 
 
First, it takes place in a little village named “Cana.” Where was it? Where had Jesus been? Where 
was He coming from? As we read John the first thing that we learn is that Jesus was baptized. 
This took place in Bethany-beyond-the-Jordan. From there He returns to Capernaum. Now, He is 
here in Cana with His mother and brothers, and His disciples to celebrate at a wedding. Cana was 
a tiny village in the heart of Galilee. The traditional site is Kfar Khenna, a few miles to the N.E. of 
Nazareth, the traditional site of this village. A few miles more directly north of Nazareth is an 
archeological site, Qirbet Khana. There is no solid proof yet, but many scholars feel that this may 
be the actual location of Jesus’ Cana. 
 
Regarding relationships, we have three facts from this story: A) Jesus was here with His mother 
and brothers, i.e. His family; B) it was communicated to Him about the wedding taking place, i.e., 
He was invited along with His disciples and C) Mary is very concerned about the lack of wine. All 
of this strongly suggests that this family were close relatives to Jesus and His family. It even 
suggests that the disciples may have had some familial relationship to this wedding family as 
well. Therefore, their presence at this wedding feast is not simply incidental. It is purposed. It is 
required. It also suggests that at this point Jesus still has a favorable standing with His immediate 
as well as extended family, enough so that they wanted Him to be there.   
 
As stated, Mary is so concerned about the wine running low that she immediately comes to 
Jesus. Whether she is coming specifically for help with this, or just to speak with Him, as her 
eldest son, we don’t know. We do know that from the time of her becoming pregnant until now, 
she kept alert and as new things were revealed to her about this baby, “she held them all in her 
heart.” She may have had an understanding of “messiah” revealed to her and now she is seeing 
that coming to fruition in her son and on that basis, she comes to Him. 
When Mary comes to Him, Jesus has an interesting response. First, instead of “mom” or 
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“mother” He says, “woman.” Unlike the tone that comes from our English translation and our 
culture, this is not a derisive comment, rather it is a common term of respect and shows high 
regard for the female person being addressed. Then He asks her, “what has this to do with you 
or me? My time has not yet come.” In this statement Jesus is saying that no one dictates the 
timing of things in His life except the Father; but it also gives me the strong hint that not only 
does Jesus know who He is, but He recognizes and acknowledges that Mary also knows who He 
is, which is why she then turns around and tells the servants, “do as He tells you.”   
 
Anne Rice, famous for her novels about Dracula, wrote two novels about Jesus. In the one called 
“Out of Cana” she gives an interesting take on this scene. When Jesus says to Mary, “What does 
this have to do with you or me” Anne describes Mary as giving that “look” to Jesus that only a 
mother can give to her child. Anyone who has been a child or a husband and crossed or tried to 
cross mother knows exactly what Anne is talking about. It’s that mother’s “look” that tells you in 
a moment, the discussion is finished. I have spoken. Now move! 
 
Next, we have Jesus turning to the servants and telling them to fill the six stone water pots 
sitting nearby. At a minimum, each of these held 20 to 30 gallons. Why so much water? Jews 
were always conscious of ritual purity and especially before you eat, you have to wash your 
hands. Also, if people are coming who have travelled far, this water would be used to wash their 
feet and refresh them. This was ritual water and must come from a living source, like a river or a 
well, because otherwise these vessels would become “unclean.” So, when Jesus tells them to fill 
them up, this didn’t happen suddenly. It meant that they had to make several trips to the village 
well and back, until these six containers were filled. Then, He tells them to draw some out and 
take it to the head servant. Somewhere between this and arriving to the head servant, it 
becomes wine. Not just any wine, but the best wine, the kind that is usually served first, then, 
once all the guests have become a little tipsy and not so picky, you bring out the rest. But this 
wine, the best wine, is saved until last. 
 
This is a story of water into wine. Why wine? Wine in the Bible is a symbol of the Messiah and 
the Kingdom of Heaven; a symbol of rebirth and new life. In the Bible, wine is a symbol of joy and 
worship. It was used to celebrate the Passover. It was used during, and to be drunk at, the 
sacrifices. [Deut. 14.] It is the thing that “cheers God and people.” [Judges 9:13.] It makes the 
peoples’ heart glad. [Ps. 104:15.] It was used medicinally, to help the weak and the sick. [II Sam 
16; I Tim. 5.] In the new Kingdom we are told that there will be an abundance of wine. [Is. 25:6-
8.] It was not to be used to excess as this was a shame and condemned; God’s people are 
warned about the dangers of intoxication. [Is. 28.] All in all, there are 145 positive references to 
wine in the scriptures and mostly relating to blessings and worship. 
 
It’s interesting to note, also, that this all takes place in the context of a wedding. As we read 
through the scripture, the uniting of God with His people is characterized as a wedding, 
culminating in Revelation, where the Kingdom is described as a bride, adorned for her husband, 
coming down out of Heaven. Even Paul speaks of the church as the bride of Christ. 
 
Where does this take us? What can we learn from this? The first thing that comes to mind is that 
it doesn’t have to be in the biggest city, or under the brightest lights, but God will work wherever 
He wills. This story could have taken place in Jerusalem, within sight of the Temple. Instead, God 
chose another little backwater village, this time in Galilee, away from the hype and in a land 
populated by Gentiles as well as Jews. (It wasn’t called “Galilee of the Gentiles” for nothing.)   
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Notice, too, that Jesus seems to really disengage from the “miracle” and makes no big deal of it. 
In fact, nothing is recorded about anyone’s reaction to it or comments about it. That’s because 
Jesus wasn’t in the business of doing miracles, but rather, His mission was to reveal God and His 
glory to people. This is a good lesson for all of us as well. I think too often we get caught up in the 
glitz and glamour of things, and try to make a bigger deal out of a miracle than we should. 
Instead we should be making sure that in us as a body, and in each of us individually, our goal is 
the same as Jesus – being vessels through whom God can reveal Himself to those among whom 
we live, and work, and play.   
 
Again, read the book of Acts, and the epistles. How many times are miracles recorded? How 
many times do the apostles and deacons tell the great stories of these miracles? What do we 
read about instead? We read of these men and women whose only concern was that the Gospel 
be preached, and Jesus and the Glory of God be revealed to the people. That all may come to a 
knowledge of God in Jesus the Christ. Should we expect miracles to happen? Should we expect 
God to use each of us as agents of His power to bring healing, cleansing, and mercy to those who 
are suffering and in need? Yes, we should, or at least I would hope that we would expect to be so 
used. Like Jesus, though, we should never let the miracle become the focus. Like Jesus, we 
should disengage from it and put the focus on the meaning of it – that the Kingdom of God is 
here and let it be a sign, as it was intended to be. 
 
A second thing that I see in this story is the idea that we should realize that we are married to a 
great God, and in some sense, to each other. We are family. Jesus calls us His friends. He says 
that whoever does the will of My Father is My mother, and father and sister and brother. That 
means you and me. That means all the millions of people around the world. We are all related to 
one another through the blood of Jesus, as well as we are all the siblings of Jesus. If we are 
siblings, and that blood now runs through our veins, then where are divisions among us? Why 
can we not get along with each other? Yes, we recognize the differences, the diversity, of the 
body of Christ, but those things should be things that cause us to celebrate and worship God for 
the vast display of His creativity in the world. While I may get upset with one of my sisters, I can 
never be mad for long. I love them. I enjoy the “family” that we share. Shouldn’t this be the same 
in the body of Christ? Shouldn’t we enjoy that we are all members of the same family, living 
stones being built together into the Temple of God? Then why do we allow anger and gossip and 
such things remain among us? As Paul says, let us put aside differences…rather, let us rejoice in 
the Jesus that lives in each one, and seek the good of one another. 
 
Wine is the most important lesson from this Scripture. As I said, Jesus was not in the business of 
doing miracles. His mission was to reveal God. God, way back at creation took nothing and from 
it created everything. From the ground, He formed the animals, birds, all living creatures. Finally, 
from the ground He formed a being. His Spirit then breathed, and this creature became a living 
being, created in the image of God. Just so, Jesus takes inorganic material, water, and creates 
wine, a product of fermentation, a symbol of life. Jesus came to bring life and that more 
abundantly. We are told that in His Kingdom there will be an abundance of wine, and so here. 
This wine, this symbol of life, is created in an abundance that all may see and know that God is a 
God of the living; the source and giver of life. This wine is also a symbol of the Messiah. In the 
Old Testament it says that the Messiah will bring an abundance of wine. Jesus creates wine to 
show that the Messiah is here! 
 
The head servant says, “…you saved the best for last.” We read in Hebrews 12 that in times past 
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God spoke through the prophets, and judges and in many and various ways BUT IN THESE LAST 
DAYS….” God saved the Best for last. After centuries of trying to speak to His children, to cause 
them to repent and turn again to God in faith and loyalty, God, “in these last days” sent Jesus, 
the Messiah. But this was not what the people expected. They were looking for a warrior king. 
One who would throw off the yoke of the oppressor and re-establish the kingdom of David. Jesus 
did do this. He brought the promise that David saw into reality. The promise that God was 
greater than anything or any other. He brought the rule of justice into being. He brought grace 
and mercy to all those who believe in His name. You and I are the descendants and inheritors of 
that kingdom in today’s world. It now falls to us to show forth the Kingdom, in power and in signs 
and wonders, just as Jesus did, just as the apostles did. 
 
And this is the final thing we can learn from this story. God is taking the old and making it new. 
Jesus said, “Behold I make all things new” and again, “you cannot put new wine into old wine 
skins.” Using these water pots to create wine as Jesus did, clearly stated that He is greater than 
and superior to, the rituals and traditions of the Pharisees, and the rituals and traditions that we 
hold dear. He is here to make us, the old wine skins, new again. As He says to Nicodemus, “You 
must be born again.” Then we are filled with new wine, the living Spirit of God, and now we too 
can bring life to the lost and the dying. It’s not about one religion over another, it’s about 
knowing Jesus, and the power of His resurrection. 
 
A few years ago, we had our Executive Presbyter, Keith Tannis, speak to us about missional 
transformation; the need to branch out and try new things and stop thinking in terms of the old 
ways, and how we’ve always done it. The elders on session were given a book, “Canoeing the 
Mountains.” Again, we were shown how using old methods does not work when you are in new, 
uncharted territory. 
 
Church demographers would look at our church, our congregation, and by their standards would 
say that we are in decline. There is little hope but that in a few years we may not be able to 
sustain what we have, and we should close. But look at us. We are thriving. We are a people of 
vision, not even close to “closing up shop.” Why is that? Because God is at work here. He’s doing 
something new. New wine skins are being made from the old and God is starting to pour in new 
wine. As we heard in the first reading from Isaiah, “…you will be called by a new name…you will 
be a crown of splendor in the Lord’s hand…No longer will they call you desolate or deserted…as a 
bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God rejoice over you.” This doesn’t mean that we 
at Skyline are going to be something unique or special above all other communities of faith. This 
speaks to the Body of Christ, universal, of which we are a small part. So, as we move into the 
future, look for the glory of God to be revealed as He creates new wine – saving the best for last. 
 
Amen 
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